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You are cordially invited to a side event at the Ninth Review Conference of the Biological 
Weapons Convention co-organized by the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute and 
the Government of the United Kingdom. 
 

Biorisk Awareness  
Across Stakeholder Communities 

 
Dual-use developments across the biological sciences present challenges to the governance 
framework centered on the Biological Weapons Convention. This has become a particular concern 
in recent years, as the same factors transforming biomedical research—including new capabilities, 
reduced production costs, and democratized materials and knowledge—can also remove technical 
barriers to the development, production, and use of biological weapons. The devastating impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic reinforces the need to ensure that innovation in the biological sciences 
will never be misused, accidentally or deliberately. 
 
Efforts to engage non-State stakeholders including the scientific community, industry, academia, 
and other civil society actors are essential to integrating safety and security considerations and 
fostering a culture of responsibility that can bolster the regime. This side event at the Ninth Review 
Conference of the Biological Weapons Convention examines how this is being done and how such 
efforts can be taken forward. Panelists will consider a range of questions, including: 
 

§ To what degree does cross-sectoral engagement on biosecurity issues exist? 
§ How best to incentivize different stakeholder groups and create a more open and 

collaborative biosecurity community? 
§ What can be done to leverage existing biorisk assessment tools and instruments for more 

effective awareness raising? 
§ What steps should States take in order to facilitate a ‘whole of society’ approach to risk 

awareness? 
 

Friday, 2 December 2022, 13.15-14.45 CET 
Conference Room XIX, United Nations Office at Geneva, Switzerland 

Sandwiches will be available outside the room 
 
Introductory Remarks 

• Ambassador Aidan Liddle, United Kingdom 
Panel Discussion 

• Dr Mirko Himmel, University of Hamburg 

• Dr Filippa Lentzos, King’s College London  

• Ms Kathryn Millett, biosecu.re 

• Dr Emmanuelle Tuerlings, World Health Organization 

• Dr Wilfred Wan, SIPRI (moderator) 
Reflections 

• Ambassador Maria Teresa T. Almojuela, Philippines 


