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The Republic of Korea will organize, in the margins of the 9th Review Conference 

of Biological Weapons Convention (BWC), a side event entitled Biorisk Management: 

Involving Diverse Actors for Better Implementation of the Biological Weapons Convention. 

 Rapid developments in biotechnology and its dual-use characteristics shed light on 

the importance of managing the biorisk of every actor dealing with hazardous biological 

materials. A biorisk management system can help raise awareness and preparedness of 

each actor, encourage national implementation of the BWC, and enable agile decision-

making if any accidents occur. 

It is necessary to examine how each actor has been establishing and updating the 

guidelines or regulations and implementing the guideline on site. Also, it is essential to 

determine the government’s role in assisting laboratories or businesses in establishing up-

to-date guidelines. 

The Republic of Korea has been actively strengthening its national biorisk 

management system by engaging different actors, from laboratories to the military. This 

side event features representatives from various government agencies, such as the Ministry 

of Trade, Industry, and Energy; the Ministry of National Defense; and the Korea Disease 

Control Agency, to share their biorisk management standards and implementation process. 

Also, a representative of Belgium will share the view on the working paper titled Biorisk 

management standards and their role in BWC implementation. 

 This side event will allow actors to share their experiences and discuss and explore 

ways to establish and enhance biorisk management. This will contribute to developing and 

strengthening BWC national implementation. 

If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Minjeong Cho 

(minjcho15@mofa.go.kr) or Ms. Sujin Park (sujpark@mofa.go.kr).  

A light breakfast will be served at 9am, prior to the start of the event.  /END/ 
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