
                                                                           

 

 

 

Geneva, 21 November 2022 

 

Excellency, 

I am writing in my capacity as President-Designate of the Ninth Review Conference of the 

Biological Weapons Convention (BWC). I would like to provide you with some updates on the 

arrangements for the Review Conference, which will commence on Monday, 28 November 2022. 

First, I would like to express my appreciation to all those who attended the informal 

retreat in Montreux last week. I am aware that this is a particularly busy time of the year, so I 

was extremely grateful that so many of you from a large number of States Parties found the 

time to attend and engaged so actively over the two days on substantive issues. I believe that 

the retreat laid a very positive foundation for our discussions at the Review Conference. It was 

clear that all States Parties want a successful outcome of the Review Conference, which moves 

the evolution of the Convention into a more action-oriented phase. I hope that you will all 

carry this positive “Montreux spirit” into the Review Conference and work constructively and 

flexibly to achieve an outcome of which we can all be proud. 

I am pleased that the regional groups are working hard to identify their nominations 

for the office-holders of the Review Conference. In this respect, I have been informed that the 

Eastern European Group has nominated Ambassador Tatiana Molcean of the Republic of 

Moldova as the Chairperson of the Committee of the Whole and that the Western Group has 

nominated Ms. Sarah Lindegren of Sweden as the Chairperson of the Drafting Committee. 

Several nominations for Vice-Presidents have also been made by the regional groups. I look 

forward to receiving information on the remaining nominations as soon as possible. All these 

nominations will be considered by the Review Conference during the opening formalities on 

28 November. 

As I have previously announced, I am also assembling a team of facilitators to assist me 

on specific issues which have been raised by States Parties during the intersessional 

programme and in the preparations for the Review Conference. I have so far invited the 

following individuals to be facilitators: 

- Ambassador Maria Teresa Almojuela of the Philippines – cooperation and 

assistance (Article X); 

- Mr. Ljupčo Gjorgjinski of North Macedonia – review of developments in the field of 

science and technology related to the Convention; 

- Ms. Grisselle del Carmen Rodriguez Ramirez of Panama – national implementation 

and confidence-building measures (CBMs); 

- Ms. Tiyamike Banda of Malawi – assistance, response and preparedness (Article VII). 

I am particularly pleased that this group of facilitators is geographically diverse and 

gender balanced. I may appoint additional facilitators or ask them to cover more topics, as 

necessary. Please feel free to reach out to the facilitators on the particular topics on which 

they will be working, particularly regarding the future intersessional programme.  



 

You will find a draft of the provisional indicative programme of work attached to this 

letter, which I have prepared following discussions with the nominated Chairs of the 

Committees and with the facilitators. In many respects, the programme of work closely follows 

the example from the previous Review Conference. However, I would like to propose some 

adjustments. In order to reflect the fact that States Parties decided at the 2017 Meeting of States 

Parties that the Ninth Review Conference should “receive” the work and outcomes of the 

intersessional programme, I have invited the former Chairs of the 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020 

Meetings of States Parties to address the Review Conference in a plenary meeting. We are still 

making the practical arrangements for this, but it will likely take place on Wednesday 30 

November once the general debate has been concluded. 

As you will also see from the attached programme of work and as I have previously 

mentioned, I would like to make use of the Drafting Committee to work on the “forward-

looking” elements of the final document, namely those which appear in its Part III. The 

facilitators mentioned above will therefore work very closely with the Chair of the Drafting 

Committee. As is traditional, the Committee of the Whole will be responsible for Part II of the 

final document, which includes the solemn declaration and the article-by-article review. I 

would encourage all States Parties with proposals for the text of Part II to have them ready for 

the start of the Committee of the Whole. During the Review Conference I will also convene 

regular plenaries to brief participants on progress and to ensure that consistency is 

maintained across the various meetings. 

I will strive to maintain a good tempo of work by delegations in plenary meetings and 

in the meetings of the Committees but I will also ensure that meetings do not take place 

simultaneously. It is vital that all delegations are able to participate in the discussions. I also 

intend to be as inclusive and transparent as possible. In that respect, I would propose to have 

as many public meetings as possible, while also recognising that at certain times it might be 

necessary to meet in private session. The first two to three days, including the general debate, 

will be webcast live on UNTV. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to remind States which have not yet done so 

to submit their Note Verbales to the Implementation Support Unit as soon as possible, and for 

capital-based experts to register online. In accordance with the Rules of Procedure, formal 

credentials are also required for the Review Conference, and I would urge those who have not 

yet done so, to submit their credentials at the earliest opportunity. 

In the interests of allowing a substantive general debate, I have decided to slightly 

extend the time limit for national statements from five to six minutes, and for statements on 

behalf of regional groups from seven to eight minutes. There will be a timer on the screen and I 

will enforce these time limits, so I would encourage you to prepare your statements accordingly. 

Finally, I would like to remind delegations that I remain available for bilateral meetings 

and other consultations in the days leading up to the Review Conference. Please do not 

hesitate to contact me, via the Permanent Mission of Italy or the Implementation Support Unit. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.  

 

       Amb. Leonardo Bencini                  


