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CONCEPT NOTE 

I. Background 

The conference is part of a broader project conducted by the Biological Weapons Convention 

Implementation Support Unit (BWC ISU) with funding from Government of Norway on 

“Reducing Biological Risks by Promoting the Peaceful Use of Biology”: 

Following previous activities in support of the implementation of Article X of Convention, 

including a series of workshops co-organised by Norway and the ISU in 2018, Norway 

expressed interest in further supporting cooperation and assistance activities. Consequently, 

Norway and the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs finalized an agreement for a 

three-year project to be implemented from late-2021 to mid-2024 by the ISU. The project aims 

to provide assistance to developing countries as well as foster dialogue on issues relating to the 

implementation of Article X. The multi-year project features various activities divided into 

four sub-projects, which are built upon ideas and initiatives that were discussed during the 

previous workshops: 

1. Building human capacities through South-South cooperation: This sub-project will 

focus on developing human resources within the life sciences in developing countries. 

2. Support for the BWC Cooperation and Assistance Database: The project will focus 

on the existing Cooperation and Assistance Database established and maintained by 

the ISU. 

3. Article X in the context of the Ninth BWC Review Conference: Two events on topics 

relevant for developing States will be organised on “Trade and technology transfer” in 

2021 and on “Promoting beneficial technologies” in 2022. 

4. Support for the translation of a Guide to implementing the BWC for States Parties: 

the ISU, with funding provided by the European Union, is preparing a guide to 

support States Parties’ implementation of the BWC. Once the guide is finalized, 

Norway via this project will support its translation from English into the other five 

UN languages. 

II. Article X in the context of the Ninth BWC Review Conference 

Article X of the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) promotes ‘the fullest possible 

exchange of equipment, materials and scientific and technological information for the use of 
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bacteriological (biological) agents and toxins for peaceful purposes’. In that perspective, States 

Parties shall cooperate in contributing with other States or international organisations to 

further development and application of scientific discoveries in the field of biology for 

prevention of disease, or for other peaceful purposes’. 

At the Eighth BWC Review Conference, States Parties ‘recognised that the rapid pace of 

scientific and technological development has created new opportunities for implementation of 

Article X of the Convention including, inter alia, development of special relevance to disease 

surveillance, diagnosis and mitigation’1. States Parties also in the same conference ‘recognised 

the fundamental importance of enhancing international cooperation, assistance and exchange 

in biological sciences and technology for peaceful purposes and agreed on the value of 

working together to promote capacity building in the fields of vaccine and drug production, 

disease surveillance, detection, diagnosis, and containment of infectious diseases as well as 

biological risk management. The Conference affirmed that building such capacity would 

directly support the achievement of the objectives of the Convention’2.  

The naturally origin Ebola outbreak in 2014-16 in West Africa and COVID-19 pandemic from 

2020 onward have highlighted the importance of international cooperation and timely 

mobilisation of assistance packages in both a naturally occurring or a deliberate biological 

incident. 

III. Objectives of the conference 

The conference on “Promoting beneficial technologies” is part of sub-project 3 on “Article X 

in the context of the Ninth BWC Review Conference”. The first conference entitled “Trade 

and technology transfer” took place in 2021 in the format of a webinar: due to the restrictions 

imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic, the original plan to have a physical event on the margins 

of a BWC meeting in Geneva were adapted to a virtual event of a more limited duration. 

With the stabilization of the COVID-19 pandemic, the conference on “Promoting beneficial 

technologies” will take place in person on 29 and 30 November 2022, in the Palais des Nations 

in Geneva, Switzerland, on the margin of the Ninth BWC Review Conference (28 November 

– 16 December 2022). 

Although much recent discussion within the BWC has focused on the threats and risks posed 

by advances in the biological sciences, it has also been highlighted that legitimate concerns 

about biosecurity must not undermine the promotion and use of biotechnologies for human 

development. While advances in the biological sciences can pose challenges, they can also 

make an essential contribution to the 2030 Agenda and the achievement of the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). Furthermore, for many years, a large number of BWC States 

Parties have expressed the view that too little attention is paid to the implementation of Article 

X. 

 

 
1BWC/CONF.VIII/4, dated 11 January 2017: Final Document of the Eighth Review Conference: II. Final 
Declaration, Article X paragraphs 60 
2BWC/CONF.VIII/4, dated 11 January 2017: Final Document of the Eighth Review Conference: II. Final 
Declaration, Article X paragraphs 63  

https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=BWC%2FCONF.VIII%2F4&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=BWC%2FCONF.VIII%2F4&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
file:///C:/Users/HP/Downloads/WC/CONF.VIII/4,%20dated%2011%20January%202017:%20Final%20Document%20of%20the%20Eighth%20Review%20Conference:%20II.%20Final%20Declaration,%20Article%20X%20paragraphs%2063
file:///C:/Users/HP/Downloads/WC/CONF.VIII/4,%20dated%2011%20January%202017:%20Final%20Document%20of%20the%20Eighth%20Review%20Conference:%20II.%20Final%20Declaration,%20Article%20X%20paragraphs%2063
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The Conference will be opened by Norway and the BWC ISU on 29 November 2022, followed 

by an introduction and update on the project “Reducing Biological Risks by Promoting the 

Peaceful Use of Biology” in support of Article X. A briefing on the first training activity, which 

will take place on 1 December at Campus Biotech will also be provided by the ISU. Over the 

two-day conference, participants will have the opportunity to hear and extensively discuss how 

the peaceful use of biology, and its tremendous advances over the recent years have been 

significantly reducing biological risks. Experts from developing countries will have the 

opportunity to further explore the relevance of such discussions under the BWC and how they 

fit under cooperation and assistance activities under its Article X.  

Experts from various international organizations, associations, institutes, or labs will be invited 

to enrich the discussion and present their perspectives and insights on the subject before-

mentioned. Various technical presentations will take place, including advances on infectious 

disease surveillance; how STI (Science and Technology and Innovation) is contributing to 

advancing the SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals); and assistance activities and initiatives 

related to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The conference will provide further insights on Article X, its provisions, its relevance and its 

importance in the context of the Ninth BWC Review Conference. The conference aims to 

promote and highlight the peaceful use of biology, support experts from developing States 

Parties of the BWC to have a deeper understanding of Article X. It will also contribute to 

fostering dialogue among States Parties in the context of the Ninth BWC Review Conference. 

IV. Conference participation, duration and logistical arrangements 

While the conference is primarily organised for and dedicated to delegates and experts from 

BWC developing States Parties, it is also open to all representatives from BWC States Parties, 

who will participate in the Ninth BWC Review Conference, and also to other interested 

individuals from around the world. Interested individuals are requested to register at Online 

registration (conference 29-30 November 2022). 

The conference will take place in person and will be divided into two days of maximum two 

hours each from 13:00 CET to 15:000 CET on 29 and 30 November 2022, at room XXIII of 

the Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland. The conference will take place in English and 

will be recorded.  

 

https://forms.office.com/pages/designpagev2.aspx?auth_pvr=OrgId&auth_upn=mehran.rouzbahani%40un.org&origin=OfficeDotCom&lang=en-GB&sessionid=c0d25bba-2cd7-4aa0-9131-dfc49a7b1e46&route=Templates&login_hint=mehran.rouzbahani%40un.org&subpage=design&id=2zWeD09UYE-9zF6kFubccHyntoKQZedBoNrWacmJHlJUNVBMUUVaQjRITkJRNzlTM0dLMEhQM1U1Vy4u&analysis=false&topview=Preview
https://forms.office.com/pages/designpagev2.aspx?auth_pvr=OrgId&auth_upn=mehran.rouzbahani%40un.org&origin=OfficeDotCom&lang=en-GB&sessionid=c0d25bba-2cd7-4aa0-9131-dfc49a7b1e46&route=Templates&login_hint=mehran.rouzbahani%40un.org&subpage=design&id=2zWeD09UYE-9zF6kFubccHyntoKQZedBoNrWacmJHlJUNVBMUUVaQjRITkJRNzlTM0dLMEhQM1U1Vy4u&analysis=false&topview=Preview

